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The present volume reports the proceedings of a conference that took place in Stockholm 
in September 2003. It was a joint venture, which associated the department of Economic 
History at Stockholm University, as a host of the event, and the International Comparison 
research unit at INED, as a co-ordinator of the preparatory and editing activities. The two 
institutions channelled the necessary funding. 

The introductory text by Marie Digoix is entitled “Paths towards equality…” It is probably 
the most elegant and concise answer to those who would wonder about the interest 
historians could take in the conference. Recognition of rights to the homosexuals has been 
a long way and often a tough fight along the 20th century, which have involved 
intellectuals, activists, politicians, etc. and which have shared a lot of similarities with 
movements towards the recognition of women’s rights, children’s rights, etc. 

Since 1989 in Denmark, then in other countries, rights have been attached not to 
individuals but to same-sex couples who register before public authorities, through acts 
that do not differ formally from birth, death or marriage acts. This publicity has put 
homosexual partnership under the observation, the numbering and the quantitative 
analysis by demographers, the same way the “bills of mortality” had opened John Graunt 
the doors of political arithmetic, the ancestor of demography. 

This joint initiative by historians and demographers has attracted scholars from a much 
broader panel of disciplines. Their contributions are compiled here. They must be warmly 
thanked for their active participation, as much as University of Stockholm and INED must 
be. In both institutions, staff members have played a decisive role in the organisation of 
the conference: Ulla Wikander, who continuously supported the project and opened us the 
doors of the Swedish sponsors, Jens Rydström, who greatly contributed to the preparation 
of the scientific programme at the same time he helped solving very practical problems, 
Isabelle Milan, who designed all the documents that attracted the participants to 
Stockholm (including the still active website that hosted the conference information: 
http://www-same-sex.ined.fr). Nathalie Le Bouteillec had a foot in each institution and 
had the initiative of this French-Swedish collaboration; but she was much more than a go-
between: she participated on both sides and cumulated a double burden. Finally, special 
gratitude goes to Marie Digoix for her intellectual and practical involvement in the 
preparation of the conference and the present edition of the proceedings. Those who 
know the degree of dedication the smooth functioning of an international network 
requires will appreciate. 

Even if centred on scientific aspects of a major social phenomenon, the conference is 
likely to have strong policy implications in the battle for equality between citizens, 
whatever their sex and their sexual orientation. The opening presentation by the 
Ombudsman against Discrimination because of Sexual Orientation, Hans Ytterberg, 
testimonies for the relevance of our collective work. This personal implication and 
friendly support during all the stages of our project have been priceless. Thank you. 
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